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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Thursday,  July  1,  1943. 


Q.U1STI0IT  BOX: 


ANSWERS  FROM: 


Space  in  small  garden  for  climbing  vegetables? 
When  plant  for  fall  gardens? 
Does  hot  water  set  fruit  stains? 


Plant  scientists  and  home 
economists  of  the  U.  S^^.- 
Departmento£1JtgrtfCuT^^ei;w 
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Two  more  garden  questions  in  the  mailbag  today,  and  one 


fruit  stains.    One  woman  wants  to  know  if  she  can  plant  squash land  green 


peppers  in  a,  small  Victory  garden.    Another  Victory  gardener  asls^%hen  to  pi. 


for  fresh  vegetables  in  the  fall.    Plant  scientists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 


Agriculture  answer  these  two  garden  Questions,  and  home  economists  reply  to  the 

one  about  fruit  stains.     The  first  letter  says: 

"My  garden  is  not  very  large,  and  I  have  a  good  many  tomatoes  that  take 

up  space.    As  yellow  squash  and  green  peppers  are  rich  in  Vitamin  A,  I'd  like 

to  plant  a  few  of  them.    Would  they  take  more  space  than  they  are  worth?" 

Although  plant  scientists  generally  recommend  green  peppers  and  squash 
for  larger  gardens,  they  suggest  a  way  to  save  space  in  a  small  garden  and  have 
these  vegetables,   too.    You  can  train  squash  and  peppers  to  grow  up_  instead  of 
out,  by  giving  them  support.    Then  they'll  get  the  light  and  sunshine  they  need 
without  sprawling  all  over  the  ground.    Use  stakes  for  tomatoes  and  peppers... 
saplings  for  pole  snap  beans  and  limas....a  trellis  with  wires  or  laths  for 
squash  vinos,  or  let  them  climb  over  a  back  fence.     Some  of  these  supports  will 
cut  down  space  to  about  30  inches  instead  of  54  inches. .. that1 s  what  squash 
plants  need  if  you  let  them  grow  on  the  ground  without  supports.     Sometimes  you 
can  train  your  climbing  vegetables  over  a  stone  wall,  and  they  Mill  look  very 
decorative  as  their  bright  colors  begin  to  appear. 

In  any  crowded  garden  pole  beans  yield  many  more  beans  for  the  same  space 
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than  bush  varieties  planted  in  rows.    Another  way  to  have  some  of  these  vege- 
tables that  use  so  much  space  is  to  set  single  plants  entirely  outside  of  your 
Victory  garden... in  sunny  spots  that  would  otherwise  be  idifca.    For  example^  in 
pockets  of  rich  earth  near  a  wall  or  bank, 

How  a  question  about  planting  vegetables  in  late  summer  and  eafly  fall. 
The  next  letter  asks:    "when  should  I  plant  vegetables  for  a  fall  garden?" 

Plant  scientists  say  that  the  time  to  plant  for  your  fall  gardtn  is  from 

now  6hl    Except  in  the  far  South,  where  there  is  little  or  no  frost,  the  date 

of  the.  first  fall  freeze  governs  the  latest  time  for  planting  vegetables  in 

summer  for  fall.    That  is,  you  have  to  count  backwards  from  the  frost  date  for 

6  to  8  weeks,  depending  on  how  long  the  vegetable  takes  to  mature,  so  you  can 

give  the  crop  a  long  enough  time  to  grow.    You  can  find  out  this  frost  date  for 

your  region  from  your  county  agent  or  State  college  if  you  donH  know  it  already. 

Beets,  collards,  kale,  mustard,  spinach  and  turnips  take  6  to  8  weeks  to  grow. 

Planted  now,  any  of  these  should  be  ready  to  harvest  by  September, 

In  planting  second  or  third  crops  in  your  garden  remember  not  to  follaw  a 

crop  with  another  of  the  same  kind.    Plant  some  unrelated  crop,    And  remember 

not  to  follow  any  crop  with  another  likely  to  have  the  same  diseases. 

You  might  follow  pole  beans  with  one  of  the  7-top  varieties  of  turnips, 
good  for  fall  and  winter  use.    Plant  carrots  late  in  July  where  the  lettuce  bed 
was.    Set  out  collards  about  August  first,  to  follow  beets,  or  carrots,  or 
early  turnips,  or  mustard,    Follow  cabbage  and  onions  with  dark  red  beets. 
Refugee  beans  for  fall  gathering  are  good  to  plant  where  you  had  radishes, 
spinach  or  potatoes. 

Time  for  just  one  more  question  today,    "Please  tell  me  if  hot  water  sets 
fruit  stains?" 

Hot  water  removes  some  fruit  stains  —  particularly  fresh  berry  stains  -- 
from  white  cotton  and  linen  and  fast-colored  washable  materials,  but  not  from 
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silk  or  wool.    However,  the  "tea-kettle"  or  boiling  water  method  is  .not  good 
for  ither  fruit  stains,  especially  peach,  pear,  plum,  and  cherry  stains.  It 
will  set  those  stains.    Use  bleaches  siAch  as  hydrdgen  per"dxide<  with  sodium 
perbbrate  when  you  have  peach,  pear,  plum  or  cherry  staihs  on  table  linen  or 
white  clothes. 

Here  is  how  you  use  a  tea  kettle  of  boiling  water  to  take  out  almost  any 
berry  stain.    Stretch  the  stained  cloth  over  a  wide  bowl  and  tie  it  on.  Set 
the  bowl  on  the  flapr  so  you  can  pour  boiling  water  on  the  stain  from  3  or  4 
feet  above  the  bowl.    This  makes  the  water  strike  the  spot  with  some  force, 
and  usually  takes  out  the  stain  at  once.    But  if  the  stain  has  fruit  pulp  in  it 
you  may  need  to  rub  the  spot  between  your  hands  after  you  use  the  tea  kettle, 
and  then  try  the  boiling  water  again.    Bleach  the  wet  material  still  further 
by  hanging  it  in  the  sun.    If  you  have  a  very  persistent  stain  wlich  doesn't 
respond  to  the  hot  water  treatment,  rub  it  with  lemon  juice,  then  put  the  piece 

out  in  the  bright  sunlight. 

Remember  not  to  use  soap  on  any  fresh  fruit  stains,  because  the  soap  is 
likely  to  set  them.    If  you  would  like  to  know  hoiir  to  take  out  other  common 
stains  from  your  summer  clothing,  write  to  the  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  ask  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1474,  or  just  the  "Stain  Removal 
bulletin.    It's  free  as  long  as  the  supply  holds  out. 

And  that's  all  the  questions  until  Thursday, 
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